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STÓ:LŌ BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

Tuesday, February 6th, 2018 

5:30 P.M. 

Stó:lō Business Association Boardroom 

 
MINUTES 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

 Paula Cranmer-Underhill   Board Member 

Sandra Bonner-Pederson   Board Member 

Joe Menard     Board Member 

Mary-Ann Siebert    Board Member 

Nina Olsen     Board Member 

Dean Werk (with Alyssa Cowles)   Board Member 

Jason Clarke     Board Member 

 

REGRETS: 

 

Louis De Jaeger    Past President  

Al Stobbart     Board Member 

  

STAFF: 

 

Mike Watson    Stó:lō Community Futures General Manager 

Shannon Smith   Stó:lō Community Futures Business Analyst 

 

Shannon Smith, Stó:lō Community Futures (SCF) Business Analyst, welcomed everyone to the 

Meeting, and thanked everyone for attending.  Mrs. Smith stated that there were two goals of the 

meeting; to decide on the positions of the SBA Executive; and, provide guidance for the selection of the 

Administrator.  With the Board consensus, Mrs. Smith offered to facilitate and chair the Board Meeting 

until after the Executive positions had been decided.  Sandra Bonner-Pederson offered a Prayer.   

 

1.0 Adoption of Agenda 

 

SBA Board Members reviewed the Agenda, and Shannon Smith asked if there were any changes or 

additions, of which there were none. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the SBA Board Receive and Approve the Agenda, as presented. 

Motion to adopt and accept the Agenda, as 

presented. 

Moved by: Mary-Ann Siebert 

Seconded by: Sandra Bonner-Pederson 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2.0 Adoption of Board Minutes 

The SBA Board of Directors reviewed the Minutes of the SBA Board Meeting on October 20th, 2017.  

No changes or corrections were noted.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the SBA Board Receive and Approve the SBA Board Minutes of October 20th, 2017, as 

presented. 

Motion to receive and approve the 

Recommendation, as presented. 

Moved by: Sandra Bonner-Pederson 

Seconded by: Paula Cranmer-Underhill 

Motion carried unanimously. 

As these Minutes have now been approved, they will be posted on the SBA website, with the above 

correction. 

 

3.0 Financial Matters 

 

Shannon Smith reviewed the financial situation with the SBA Board.  Much of the SBA’s activities will 

be guided by the Strategic Partnerships Initiative (SPI)-West Coast Energy (WCE) funding, recently 

awarded to the SBA, for one and a quarter years of funding.  The new Administrator, when the position 

is filled, will be responsible for implementing the Work plan to action that funding immediately.   

In addition, the new Administrator will be focused on invoicing the SBA annual Member fees, all due on 

March 31st, 2018.     

 

4.0 Election of Officers 

 

Mike Watson, SCF General Manager, explained that the SBA Board consists of nine Members, and for 

the first time, includes the position of a Past President.  The Executive Committee of the SBA Board will 

consist of the Past President, President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Mr. Watson 

explained that Shannon Smith would be opening the floor for initial nominations for each position on the 

Executive, beginning with President.  Once a Motion for a nomination is made, the Nomination will 
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require a Seconder.  The Nominee then is given an opportunity to either accept, or decline the 

nomination. If accepted, then Mrs. Smith will call for other nominations three times. If there are no 

further nominations, the nomination will be declared unanimous.  If there is more than one nomination 

for any position, then appropriate elections in accordance with the provisions of the Bylaws will be 

conducted.  This process will be repeated for each position.  Should there be two or more nominations 

for one Executive position, then there will be a voting process. 

 

President 

 

Nina Olsen nominated Paula Cranmer-Underhill, for the position of President of the SBA, which was 

seconded by Sandra Bonner Pederson.  Mrs. Cranmer-Underhill accepted the nomination of President.  

Shannon Smith called for other nominations three times, but there were no further nominations for the 

position of President.  Since there were no other nominations, the SBA Board voted unanimously for 

Paula Cranmer-Underhill as President of the SBA, which was approved by acclamation. 

 

Vice President 

 

Joe Menard nominated Jason Clarke, for the position of Vice President of the SBA, which was 

seconded by Nina Olsen.  Mr. Clarke accepted the nomination of Vice President.  Shannon Smith 

called for other nominations three times, but there were no further nominations.  Since there were no 

other nominations, the SBA Board voted for Jason Clarke as Vice President of the SBA, which was 

approved by acclamation. 

 

Secretary 

 

Paula Cranmer-Underhill nominated Sandra Bonner-Pederson, for the position of Secretary of the SBA, 

which was seconded by Nina Olsen.  Mrs. Bonner-Pederson accepted the nomination of Secretary.  

Shannon Smith called for other nominations three times, but there were no further nominations.  Since 

there were no other nominations, the SBA Board voted for Sandra Bonner-Pederson as Secretary of 

the SBA, which was approved by acclamation. 

 

Treasurer 

 

Nina Olsen nominated Mary-Ann Siebert for the position of Treasurer of the SBA, which was seconded 

by Paula Cranmer-Underhill.  Mrs. Siebert accepted the nomination of Treasurer.  Shannon Smith 

called for other nominations three times, but there were no further nominations.  Since there were no 

other nominations, the SBA Board voted for Mary-Ann Siebert as Treasurer of the SBA, which was 

approved by acclamation. 

 

Mr. Watson congratulated the new Executive. The remaining Member of the SBA Board is considered 

Members at Large. 

 

Shannon Smith returned the duties of chairing the Meeting to new SBA President, Paula Cranmer-

Underhill, for the remainder of the Agenda. 
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5.0 Administrator Hiring Decisions 

 

As outlined in the SPI-WCE funding Terms of Reference, the budget allows for the hiring of an 

Administrator.  Shannon Smith reported that the Job Description was posted on January 16th, 2018 

through various media platforms, including Facebook, and has resulted in a number of qualified 

candidates.  The resumes and/or cover letters were circulated previously to the SBA Board Members 

for their review.  Mike Watson noted that because the SPI-WCE funding is a joint partnership between 

SCF and SBA, the Administrator will actually be a SCF employee, to give the Administrator access to 

the Stó:lō Nation benefits package, which would not be available under the SBA.  SCF will work with 

the SBA to draft an Employee Agreement.  Mr. Watson further suggested a three month probationary 

period, as well as a reduced salary until the probationary period has been completed. 

 

While the Board was reviewing the Applicants, Dean Werk addressed the issue of Alyssa Cowles  

joining him and attending the SBA Board Meetings.  Mr. Werk explained that Ms. Cowles has been 

present at all of the Meetings of the various Committees that he is involved in, to learn his processes, 

as part of his mentorship role.  There is of course, no obligation for the SBA Board to consent, but 

through he would put it forward for consideration.  The SBA Board Members considered Mr. Werk's 

request, and overall supported the idea, and expressed comments about the importance of mentorship, 

and teaching the younger generation. 

 

Mike Watson added that Ms. Cowles, as well as all of the SBA Board Members, will be required to sign 

a Confidentiality Agreement.  The Board Members will also need to sign a Consent to Act as Director 

document.  Although these documents are not listed in the SBA Bylaws, Mr. Watson apologized for not 

addressing this matter sooner.   

 

The Board Members discussed the Administrator Applicants and shared their thoughts.  After 

discussions, two candidates clearly stood out, and were selected for interviews.  The SBA Board  

instructed Shannon Smith to arrange interviews with each candidate, and decided on a scheduled time.  

It was also decided that the SBA Executive along with SCF Staff, would conduct the interviews. 

 

6.0 Upcoming Events 

 

Mike Watson shared that SCF will be hosting another Stó:lō Economic Breakfast, and will be extending 

the invitation to the Indigenous Business Community.  Mr. Watson also suggested that the next Letśe 

Q’ép could include a presentation by Allteck, to support the mandates of the SPI-WCE funding.   

 

Motion to Adjourn – Sandra Bonner-Pederson and Nina Olsen moved to Adjourn the Meeting at 

6:38pm. 

 

END OF MEETING 

 

 


