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STÓ:LŌ BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

Monday, April 10th, 2017 

4:30 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. 

Stó:lō Business Association Boardroom 

 
MINUTES 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Louis De Jaeger   President 

 Paula Cranmer-Underhill  Secretary 

 Sandra Bonner-Pederson  Treasurer 

 Linda Kay Peters   Member at Large 

 Chief Brenda Wallace   Member at Large (Present by Proxy) 

 Marie Bercier    Member at Large (Present by Proxy) 

  

REGRETS: 
 

 Darwin Douglas   Vice President 

 Lincoln Douglas   Member at Large 

 

STAFF: 
 

Shannon Smith   Stó:lō Community Futures Business Analyst 

 

President, Louis De Jaeger welcomed everyone to the Stó:lō Business Association (SBA) Board of 

Directors’ Meeting and gave the opening prayer.  The SBA Board Members then enjoyed a meal, 

catered by SBA Member, Marnetta Felix. 

 

1.0 Adoption of Agenda 

 

Louis De Jaeger, SBA President, reviewed the Agenda with the SBA Board Members.  Shannon Smith, 

Stó:lō Community Futures (SCF) Business Analyst requested to add two Agenda Items;  an Application 

to the BC Rural Dividend Funds under Agenda Item 10.1, as well as the SBA’s possible involvement in 

the next Agassiz-Harrison First Nation Business Conference, as Agenda item 10.2.  Mr. De Jaeger also 

added an update on the Destination Development Strategy Session he attended, as Agenda Item 10.3. 

 

Mrs. Smith also shared some information and PowerPoint slides on the Roberts Rules of Order, a 

recognized guide for managing meetings effectively and fairly.  Although the SBA Directors certainly 

encourage open dialogue, it is important that every speaker is recognized and has the opportunity to 

share.  In addition, following a recognized system will also assist in documenting the discussions and 

decisions of the Board Meetings, to be reflected in the Meeting Minutes.  The SBA Board requested 

that the information in the PowerPoint be sent to all of the SBA Directors. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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That the SBA Board Receive and Approve the Agenda, with the noted changes. 

Motion to adopt and accept the Agenda, 

with the noted changes. 

Moved by: Sandra Bonner-Pederson 

Seconded by: Linda Kay Peters 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

2.0 Adoption of Board Minutes 

The SBA Board of Directors reviewed the Minutes of the SBA Board Meeting on February 27th, 2017, 

which was held during the SBA Board of Directors Strategic Planning Session.  Louis De Jaeger asked 

if there were any changes to the Minutes, of which there were none. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the SBA Board Receive and Approve the SBA Board Minutes of February 27th, 2017. 

Motion to receive and approve the 

Recommendation, as presented. 

Moved by: Paula Cranmer-Underhill 

Seconded by: Sandra Bonner-Pederson 

Motion carried unanimously. 

As these Minutes have now been approved,  they will be posted on the SBA website. 

 

3.0 Approval of New Members 

 

Shannon Smith, SCF Business Analyst, presented an Indigenous business, OptimEyes Mobile Optician 

Ltd, to the SBA Directors, for SBA membership. 

 

OptimEyes Mobile Optician Ltd., is owned and operated by Terri-Lynn Weatherby, a Métis Optician and 

Contact Lens Fitter licensed with the College of Opticians of BC since 2007 and a Member of the 

Opticians Association of Canada.  As an independent practitioner and consultant, Terri-Lynn provides 

personalized, objective recommendations that are in the best interests of her Clients. By being mobile 

and able perform her services in her clients' home, work place, or hospital bed, every client gets the 

service they need, in an environment convenient and comfortable for them.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the SBA Board Receive and Approve Optimeyes Mobile Optician Ltd , as a new Full Member 

of the SBA. 

Motion to receive and approve the 

Recommendation, as presented. 

Moved by: Paula Cranmer-Underhill 

Seconded by: Sandra Bonner-Pederson 
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Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

4.0 Financial Matters 

 

With apologies, the Financial Statements for March 31st, 2017 were not available, due to the busy tax 

season.  However, the SBA Board reviewed the Financial Statements dated February 28th, 2017. 

The SBA is still waiting for responses for the following Funding Applications: 

Funding Application Date 

Submitted 

Provide funding for: 

Western Diversification Program 

(WDP) with Western Economic 

Diversification Canada (WD)  

February 

22nd, 2017 

Three years of funding for the SBA to hire an 

Executive Director (Ed).  If approved, the WDP 

funds would start June 1st. ($92,500) 

Indigenous Representative 

Organization (IRO) Program, with 

the Indigenous and Northern 

Affairs Canada (INAC) 

March 

10th, 2017 

Three years of funding to provide funding for the 

SBA to hire an ED, entrepreneurial education 

programs, equipment, as well as marketing and 

media resources. 

 

The SBA will also be making an Application to the BC Rural Dividend Fund, which will be discussed 

under Agenda Item 10.1, BC Rural Dividend Fund. 

 

5.0 Stó:lō Business Summit – Indigenous Business Forum 

 

The Stó:lō Business Summit has been postponed until the Fall, 2017.  The SBA may also be planning 

to host the Stó:lō Business Tradeshow around that time, which was held previously on November 7th, 

2016.  The SBA Board Members discussed these events, and agreed to have the SBA Events 

Committee engage to start planning future SBA events, and layout a calendar for the SBA and its 

Members. 

   

6.0 Logo and Website 

 

There has been no progress with the SBA logo since the SBA Strategic Planning Session on February 

27th, 2017.  The Board Members reviewed the current version of the logo, which did not reflect the 

requested changes, as decided at the Session.   

 

The Board Members discussed strategies to move ahead with a logo, including contacting other Artists 

to design the logo, while being respective to the Artist who has completed the work to date.  It was 

decided that Louis De Jaeger would contact Bonny Graham, a graphic artist, to see if she would 

consider designing the SBA logo.  If Ms. Graham is not available, the SBA Board suggested other 

Artists that could be contacted to create the SBA logo, if needed. 
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In addition, since all of the funding to design the logo has been exhausted, the SBA Board decided that 

payment to an Artist to design the logo, would be two years of free SBA membership. 

 

7.0 Engaging the SBA Committees 

 

There are a number of events held throughout the year, that the SBA Board and the SBA Members 

should be involved in, to further promote the Association and recruit new Members, but also as a way 

to network with the non-Indigenous business Community.  Engaging all of the Committees can strain 

the SBA’s limited staff resources; however, the work is necessary to advance the SBA.  As decided at 

the SBA Strategic Planning Session, there are three Committees; Events; Membership; and, Benefits.  

The SBA Board decided to work as one Board, unless there are specific Committee activities, such as 

the Events Committee, that will need to be engaged, to address priority matters.    

 

8.0 Next General Members Meeting – May, 2017 

 

Malonie Langthorne, Economic Development Officer for Sumas First Nation, has approached the SBA 

to hold its next General Members Meeting/ Letśe Q’ép at Sumas First Nation, as a way to encourage 

Sumas Community Member to consider starting their own businesses.  The SBA Directors decided on 

May 24th, 2017 as the Event date, and would like to hold future Letśe Q’éps in different Communities.  

 

The SBA Board decided that the Letśe Q’ép planned for May 24th, 2017 will feature a Panel where the 

SBA Members would submit questions that would be discussed as a group, and include such topics as 

building and improving business relationships, agriculture, and encouraging business networking.     

 

9.0 Miscellaneous Items 

 

1. Financial Year End 

 

March 31st is the generally accepted Year End date for most businesses and organizations.  However, 

since the SBA has only been incorporated since October, 2016, SBA’s Year End would be in October, 

which could complicate further funding Applications.  The SBA contacted Jeff Hunt, Partner with 

Manning Elliott and SBA’s Auditor, to provide his feedback on the issue.   

 

Mr. Hunt stated that the Year End is voluntary, meaning that a business/organization can choose its 

own date.  If the SBA elected to have its first Year End date on March 31st, 2017, the SBA would incur 

the cost of having Notice to Reader financial statements created, at an approximate cost of $1,500.00, 

to report the first six months of the organization.  Given that the SBA has limited financial resources at 

the moment, this would be an expense that would be difficult for the SBA to accommodate.    The other 

option would be for the SBA to wait until one year of operations has been completed, and file the SBA’s 

Year End in October. 

 

A third option is possible, which would be for the SBA to wait until March, 2018 to file its first Year End.  

The major issue with this option, is that the SBA could incur a penalty for not filing its Year End 

documents within 12 months of incorporation.  Mr. Hunt had shared that these penalties are rare, but 

they can occur.   

 

Overall, Mr. Hunt suggested that the SBA address the Year End issue in the Fall. 
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10.0 Additions to Agenda 

 

1. BC Rural Dividend Fund 

 

The SBA will also be making an Application to the BC Rural Dividend fund, which has started its third 

intake on April 3rd, 2017, with a deadline of May 31st, 2017.  The Fund seeks to reinvigorate and 

diversify local economies, and funds projects that support and strengthen rural Communities.  As 

required for the Application process, Shannon Smith, SCF Business Analyst has presented a 

Resolution to the SBA Board, to make the Application to the BC Rural Dividend Fund. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

The Board of Directors of the Stó:lō Business Association (SBA) hereby authorizes the 

submission of an  Application to the BC Rural Dividend Fund, and that the Board of Directors 

supports this Project through its duration. 

 

Motion to receive, review, and approve the 

above Resolution. 

Moved by Sandra Bonner-Pederson 

Seconded by Paula Cranmer-Underhill 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

2. Agassiz-Harrison First Nation Business Conference 

The Agassiz-Harrison First Nation Business Conference, held at the end of October, has approached 

the SBA to participate or perhaps play an active role in the event.  There is certainly more information 

needed, and it was agreed that the SBA Events Committee would address this opportunity, along with 

the Stó:lō Business Tradeshow, and the Stó:lō Business Summit, and a possibility of creating 

partnerships and combining and collaborating on the events, into one.. 

 

3. Destination Development Strategy Session 

Louis De Jaeger, President of the SBA, shared that he attended the Destination Development Strategy 

Session, and made great connections for the SBA, including with Teresa Ryder from Aboriginal 

Tourism BC.  There will be many exciting development coming from the Session, especially pertaining 

to the Gold Rush Trail, and including Indigenous names on freeway signs along the Trail.  Mr. De 

Jaeger suggested that the SBA write a letter to the City of Chilliwack, to incorporate Indigenous place 

names on signs within Chilliwack, as part of the Truth and Reconciliation activities.  

 

Motion to Adjourn – Paula Cranmer-Underhill and Sandra Bonner-Pederson moved to Adjourn the 

Directors Meeting at 6:46pm. 

 

END OF MEETING 


